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ains. The shrews are represented by the greatest number of species in 
the United States ; none occur in South America, where also the moles 
are apparently absent. 

The new species described are (1.) Sorex pacificus (Baird, MSS. ined.), 
from Fort Umpqua, Oregon ; (2) Sorex sphagnicola, from Fort Liard 
(or vicinity) H. B. T ; (3) Sorex (Notiosorex) Grawfordi (Baird, MSS. 
ined.), from near Fort Bliss, New Mexico; (4) Sorex {Notiosorex) evotis, 
from Mazatlan, Mexico ; (5) Marina (Soriciscus) Mexicana (Baird, 
MSS. ined.), from Xalapa, Mexico. 

Recent Ornithological Papers. — Among the many faunal lists 
of birds that have appeared so frequently during the last few years, 
none exceed in interest Mr. E. W. Nelson's recently published catalogue 
of the Birds of Northeastern Illinois. 1 The locality, owing to certain 
topographic J peculiarities, is of a somewhat exceptional character. Its 
position, midway between the wooded region of the East and the tree- 
less plains of the West, with the Great Lakes in close proximity, and 
warm river-bottoms extending up from the South, renders it, as Dr. 
Hoy long since termed the contiguous portions of Wisconsin, a kind of 
" four corners," where the bird faunas of four regions to some degree 
interblend. In summer some twenty species, characteristic of more 
southern latitudes, find here their northern limit of distribution, extend- 
ing considerably further north here than on the Atlantic coast or in the 
intervening region. A dozen other species whose proper homes have 
been considered to be the region west of the Mississippi River or the 
great plains, still further west, have also been detected as casual visit- 
ants. Lake Michigan, with the chain of Great Lakes to the eastward, 
affords conditions favorable to the development of a decidedly maritime 
element in the fauna, through the occasional presence in or about its 
waters of most of the so-called sea-ducks and gulls, as the three species 
of scoter (QHdemia), two species of eider (Somateria), the harlequin and 
the old wife ducks, and the skua, glaucus, white-winged, black-backed, and 
kittiwake gulls ; and, among shore-birds, such species as the sanderling, 
the piping plover, and several sandpipers usually regarded as maritime. 
More unexpected, perhaps, than any of these is the sharp-tailed finch 
(Ammodromus caudacutus), known previously only as an inhabitant of 
the salt-marshes of the Atlantic coast. In the marshes of Northeastern 
Illinois, however, it takes on a slightly different phase of coloration, and 
has become otherwise so far modified as to be recognizable as a distinct 
race (var. Nelsoni), which has been honored with the name of its dis- 
coverer. 

Mr. Nelson has recorded three hundred and sixteen species, with 
several additional varieties, as found within the limited area of scarcely 
more than two counties (Cook and Lake), a considerably larger num- 

1 Birds of Northeastern Illinois. By E. W. Nelson. Bulletin of the Essex Insti- 
tute, vol. viii., pp. 90-155, April, 1877. 
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ber than has been recorded from any other locality of equal extent in 
the United States. While this large number shows the thoroughness 
with which Mr. Nelson has performed his work, this alone but imper- 
fectly indicates the value of his paper, which embraces not only the 
usual notes respecting the times of migration, nesting, and relative abun- 
dance of each species, but here and there important additions to the 
biographies of hitherto little-known species, including accounts of the 
songs of several species not before described, and the nests and eggs of 
others, and their breeding habits. Particularly noteworthy is the dis- 
covery of the nest and eggs, in Illinois, of several species previously sup- 
posed to nest only in much higher latitudes, one of these being the 
greater yellow-legs (Totanus melanoleucus). Among the curious things 
recorded is the nesting of the qua-bird or night heron on the ground in 
the Calumet Marshes, the nests being placed in dense clumps of wild 
rice. The paper is written clearly and concisely, and nowhere contains 
redundant matter. 

Since the publication of Mr. Nelson's above-noticed paper on the Birds 
of Northeastern Illinois, he has given us further information respecting 
the birds of Southern Illinois. 1 This paper contains notes on one hun- 
dred and thirty-three species, based on observations made at several 
different localities, embracing the vicinity of Mount Carmel, Fox Prairie 
in Richland County, Anna in Union County, and the vicinity of Cairo. 
It contains much information relating to the distribution of the summer 
birds of the region treated, and here and there interesting biographical 
notes concerning imperfectly known species. 

Respecting a more southern locality we have an important paper by 
Lieut. C. A. H. McCauley 2 on the ornithology of that portion of Texas 
near the source of the Red River. This paper, containing notices of 
about one hundred species, is particularly welcome as throwing much 
light upon a region hitherto ornithologically little known. Although 
based on the observations of a few months in summer, it comprises much 
valuable matter, relating especially to the distribution and habits of the 
species met with. Here, as generally on the treeless plains of the inte- 
rior, few species of birds are found except in the vicinity of the timber- 
skirted streams, where bird-life is generally abundant. The region re- 
ported upon embraces a portion of the so-called Staked Plain or Llano 
Estacado. 

We have received also a Catalogue of the Birds of the Vicinity of Cih- 

1 Notes upon Birds observed in Southern Illinois between July 17 and September 4, 
1875. By E. W. Nelson. Bulletin of the Essex Institute, vol. ix., pp. 32-65, June, 
1877. 

2 Notes on the Ornithology of the Region about the Source of the Red River of Texas. 
Erom Observations made during the Exploration conducted by Lieut. E. H. Ruffner, 
Corps of Engineers, TJ. S. A. By C. A. H. McCauley, Lieut. Third U. S. Art. 
Annotated by De. Elliott Coues, U. S. A. Bulletin of the United States Geolog- 
ical and Geographical Survey, vol. iii., pp. 655-695, May 15, 1877. 
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cinnati, Ohio, 1 by Mr. Frank W. Langdon. This carefully prepared list 
numbers two hundred and seventy-nine species, nearly all of which are 
known to have been taken at the locality indicated. The few included 
on the basis of their general known range are significantly distinguished 
as being thus included, and embrace only such species as are quite likely 
to be met with at the locality in question. 

A paper on The Summer Birds of the Adirondacks, 2 by Rooseveldt 
and Minot, forming a list of ninety-seven species, with short notes re- 
specting their relative abundance, gives us our first formal list of the 
birds of this interesting region. 

Among other recent papers relating to American ornithology may be 
mentioned a paper by Mr. Robert Ridgway, on The Birds of Guadalupe 
Island, discussed with reference to the present Genesis of Species. 8 
This paper deals especially, as its title indicates, with the origin of the 
few insular forms which make up the avian fauna of this small island, 
and discusses the relationship of these forms to the birds of the adja- 
cent main-land. The species thus far well known from this island, sit- 
uated about two hundred and twenty miles southwest from San Diego, 
number only eight, and their affinities are almost entirely, as would 
be expected, with those of "Western North America. Yet they are so 
far differentiated from them that they are recognized by Mr. Ridgway 
as specifically distinct. They all differ somewhat similarly from their 
nearest main-land allies in three principal features, namely, in (1) " in- 
creased size of the bill and feet, (2) shorter wings and tail, and (3) 
darker colors." These facts point emphatically to the directly modify- 
ing influence of the peculiar conditions of environment to which they are 
subjected, and, taken with other now well-known facts, lead to the con 
elusion that the present differentiation of species and subspecies is mainly 
the result of the immediate action of climatic and other surrounding 
conditions. 

In a paper entitled Corrections of Nomenclature in the Genus Siurus, 4 
Dr. Coues, after a few preliminary remarks respecting the general sub- 
ject of nomenclature, shows clearly the necessity for a change of name in 
two of our three species of wagtail thrushes, and gives an exhaustive 
table of synonymy for each species. 

North American Fur-Bearing Animals. — In the August num- 
ber of the Naturalist (Vol. ix., p. 505) was printed a circular, pre- 
pared by Dr. Elliott Coues, U. S. A., and issued from the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's office, in relation to a work in preparation, to be entitled History of 

1 A Catalogue of the Birds of the Vicinity of Cincinnati, with Notes. By Frank 
W. Langdon. 8vo, pp. 18. Salem, Mass., Naturalist's Agency. 1877. 

2 The Summer Birds of the Adirondacks in Franklin County, New York. By Theo- 
dore Rooseveldt, Jr., and H. D. Minot. 8vo, pp. 4. 

8 Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, vol. xi., pp. 53-58, July, 1877. 
4 Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club, vol. xi., pp. 29-34, April, 1877. 



